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82 VOTES avp PRQCEEDINGS, Noyember, 1796,

The fupplement to the a&, entitled, Ana& to improve and.repair the ftrects in Frederic

Frederick totinty,” ahd for other purpoles| thierein méntioned, endorfed ; ¢ By the fenate,

“ 17, 1796: Read the firft time and ordered to lie onthe table, T -

PR | “ By order, © | A, VAN-HOR

4 By the fenite; December 19, 1796: Read the fecond time and will pafs. - o
‘ ’ | ¢ By ofder, .~ A, VAN-HOR

‘Ordered to be engrofled. o : | :
“ "Mt. Robins, from the committee of claims, bri'n%s-in and delivers to the fpcakcx the follow ng reporf'--'
© By te COMMITTEE of CLAIMS. T

YOUR committee, conceiving themf(elves bound by their duty to fuggeft any improvements i
the finance of the ftate which may firike them, beg leave to mention, that in an account laid before
your committee by Joha Gwinn, Efquire, clerk of the general court on the weftern thore, the flage
- ftands charged with 8195 pounds of tobacco, amounting -to the fum of £. 51 4 4, for making out
and recording commiflions to the chief jjuftices, affociate juftices and juftices of the pedce, in the
feveral counties ; upon inquiry your committee find, that it has been the praice of the clerk of the:
neral court to write all blank commifijons, which are fent to the council, and filled u "by'thcm
when the commiffions are iffued. Your committee are of opinion, that the falary given to the clerk
of the council is fully adequate to compenfate him for all his duties as fuch, and conceive that the
making out of tom.uiffions ought to conftitute a part of his duty, and fubmit the pFOprie‘t of péfﬁng
a law, declaring it to be the duty, in future, of the clerk of the council, and no‘longer he duty of
the clerk of the general court, to make put and record the faid commiffions. Your committee fur.
ther beg leave to obferve, that inalmuch as’ the ‘above duties have been performed by the clerk of
the general court, they conceive themfelves bound to make him the ufual allowance, but thatby
paffing the law above mientioned you will fave to the ftate an annual fum of at leaft /. 50.5 AE

‘which is fubmitted to the houfe, = | T - » R

L By order, o Z. HUGHES, clk. -
Which was read ' ' . ~ ‘
-~ A petition from Mary Goodrich, widow of Aaren Goodrich, praying a fam of money may be
levied on the inhabitants of faid county for the fupport of her child, who is infane; was preferred,
‘read, and referred to the next feflion of aflembly. o A ' |
A petition from William Brogden, of Anne-Arundel county, praying the treafurer may be di.
re@ed to crediv his bond for the fum of £.15 1 10 fterling, with intereft, for a debt due to him
fram James Ruffell, whofe property hias been confifcated, was preferred, read, and referred to Mr,

Robins, Mr. W. Thoinas and Mr. Ridout, to confider and report thereon.. - o
- On motion, OrbERED, That the bill permitting the proprictors of fots binding on the water a
the weft end of the bafon in Baltimoré-town to extend and improve the [fame be committed for
amendment. © o o - ; :
On the fecond reading the bill relating t5 negroes, and to repeal the adts of affembly therein men.
tioned, agréeably to the order of the day, the queftion was put, That the following words be flruck-
out of the faid bill, become the right-and property of the county into which fuch flave or flaves
fhall be firft brought,” and infert the words “fhall be free 1" Refolved in the afirmative.’ .
On progrefion in reading the faid' bill, the queftion was put, That the following claufe be ftruck
out ! “And be it enalted, Thdt no perfon brought into this ftate from any of the Unjted States,
who is bound to fervice for.a term of years only by the laws of the ftate from, which fuclf perfon i
brought, fhall be confidered as a flave for life in this ftate, but fuch perfon, brought into this fat,
fhall ferve for the time which the laws of the ftate from which fuch perfon is brought oblige him or
her to ferve, and rio longer.” - Determined in the negatire. o S
On further progreffion in reading the faid bill, the queftion was put, That the following words bt
inferted in the faid ‘bill after the word “life” in the 10th line-of the 14th claufe ! “To be recoverd -
by a&ion of debt or bill of indi&tment, and if the faid fum be not paid, or fecured to be paid %.
herein dire@ed, within thirty days after judgment, then fuch perfon er perfons fhall and may be ‘ad--
judged by the court to ferve on the roads for any period not excecding five years.” Refolvedin
the affirmative. ’ - F — o ' |
Mr. Merryman appeared ia the houfe.
The clerk of the fenatc delivers the refolution in favour. of Daniel Buffard, and th

meflage:

folloﬁing.

By tae S EN A T E, DecEmBer 20, 1796.
"GGENTLEMEN, 3 : , , o
* WE have received your meffage of this day upon the fubje® of a reconfideration of| the. refolie
in favour of Daniel Buffard, and cannot reconfider as requefted: We are not fenfible of the pro-
priety of diftinguithing -any individual applicant from all other perfons in the fame fituation, The
law againft which relief is prayed for bas for a long time exifted, and many have been fubjedt ta itt
operation. The recency of the fal may intereft the paflions, but ought not to influence|the judge-
ment. The propriety or juftice of the law upon the fubject as now exifting, is certainly a diftind
confideration. Whatever may be the proper idea as to future cofts, it appears to us that policy, and
a due refpe to former legiflatures, ought to prevent us from paffing laws fimilar to_that '
If the principle of a retrofpet of this kind is yonce admitted, precedent is eftablifhed,
eonceive may fead to the moft ferious and alariing’ confequences, '

By agrs .+ A.VAN.HO}

Which was read.’

-




